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1
INFORMATION PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to an information processing equip-
ment that manages classified information, a method thereof,
and a system using the information processing equipment.

From the viewpoint of information security, business cor-
porations have recently performed as business practices
dividing a classified information data file with high confiden-
tiality into a plurality of different data files and storing the
thus-divided respective data files into a plurality of different
storage locations. Even if an employee of a corporation has
lost, while he/she is on the road, a PC (Personal Computer)
where one of the divided files is saved, leakage of the original
data file can be prevented.

A storage location for these divided data files includes an
online storage connected to a user device by way of a network
as well as a local storage location like an external storage
medium, such as a hard disk drive of a user device (e.g., a
notebook PC), an SD card, and USB (Universal Serial Bus)
memory. However, the user device consumes a much longer
time to read the divided data files stored in the online storage
than to read the divided data files stored in the local storage
location. Likewise, the user device consumes a much longer
time to write the divided data files into the online storage than
to write the divided data files into the local storage location.

For these reasons, a technique described in connection with
Patent Literature 1, for instance, has hitherto been known as a
related art of dividing an original data file into a plurality of
different divided data files and storing the divided data files
into a plurality of different storage locations. According to
Patent Literature 1, aremote site server divides an original file
into different sizes of a plurality of files, to thus produce a
larger-size first file and a smaller-size second file, and stores
the first and second files in a correlated manner. In response to
a first acquisition request from a client, the server transmits
the first file to the client. Further, in answer to a second
acquisition request that differs in time from the first acquisi-
tion request from the client, the sever transmits the second file
to the client. The client consolidates the first and second files,
to thus restore the original file.

CITATION LIST

Patent Literature
[PTL 1] JP-A-2006-039794

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Technical Problem

According to Patent Literature 1, the time required to
download files at the occasion of restoration of the file is
shortened by means of storing the smaller-size files in the
server. However, no consideration is given to a rate at which
a file is read or a rate at which the file is written.

Accordingly, even when the smaller-size files are stored in
the server; namely, the online storage, download involves
consumption of much time according to a congestion rate of
the network or the type of a communication fine (e.g., a wired
or wireless communication line), which sometimes ends in
failure to shorten a download time.
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2
SUMMARY

The invention has been contrived in light of the circum-
stances and aims at shortening time required to read or write
each of divided data files from or into a divided data file
storage location.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an information processing equipment capable of
being connected to a storage comprising: a division process-
ing section configured to divide original data into a plurality
of sets of divided data; a storage section configured to store
the divided data; and a storage location selection section
configured to select either the storage or any of the storage
section as a storage location for the plurality of sets of divided
data and to store the divided data into the selected storage
location, wherein the division processing section is config-
ured to determine a division ratio of divided data according to
a data reading rate and/or a data writing rate of the storage
location selected by the storage location selection section.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The invention allows shortening of time required to read or
write each of divided data files from or into a divided data file
storage location.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is a system configuration diagram of an information
processing system of an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an internal configura-
tion of a user device;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an internal configura-
tion of a server;

FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of a map table stored in a
storage section of the user device;

FIG. 5A is a descriptive view of a header structure of a
divided data file, FIG. 5B is a descriptive view of a structure
of an original data file, FIG. 5C is a descriptive view of a
structure of a divided data file 1, and FIG. 5D is a descriptive
view of a structure of a divided data file 2;

FIG. 61is adescriptive view for providing time-series expla-
nations about timing at which a rate measurement section
measures a reading rate S(t) or a writing rate U(t);

FIG. 7 is a flowchart for explaining training processing of
the rate measurement section;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart for explaining operation of a secret
distribution processing section performed when an original
data fail is saved after being divided into divided data files;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart explaining operation of the secret
distribution processing section performed when a division
ratio is determined;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart for explaining operation of the secret
distribution processing section performed when the division
ratio is determined;

FIG. 11 is a graph showing processing load versus the
number of division for division processing and restoration
processing;

FIG. 12 is a flowchart for explaining operation of the secret
distribution processing section performed when the original
data file is restored;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart for explaining operation of the secret
distribution processing section performed when the original
data file is restored; and

FIG. 14 is a flowchart for explaining another operation of
the secret distribution processing section performed when the
division ratio is determined.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of an information processing equipment of
the invention are described by reference to the drawings.
Explanations are provided by means of exemplifying a note-
book PC as the information processing equipment of the
invention. The information processing equipment of the
invention is not limited to the notebook PC but may also be;
for instance, a Smartphone, a PDA (Personal Digital Assis-
tant), or an electronic book terminal.

In addition to being implemented as an information pro-
cessing equipment, the invention can also be implemented as
an information processing system (see descriptions provided
below for more detailed information) including the informa-
tion processing equipment and a program for activating the
information processing equipment as a computer. Moreover,
the invention can also be implemented as a method including
processing (steps) to be executed by the information process-
ing equipment.

An information processing system 100 including the infor-
mation processing equipment of the embodiment is now
described by reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a block diagram of
a system configuration of the information processing system
100 of the embodiment. The information processing system
100 shown in FIG. 1 includes a user device 10 serving as the
information processing equipment; a server 30; an external
storage medium 40; a plurality of online storages serving as
storage devices 50-1, .. .,50-m, 60-1, ..., and 60-p (“m” and
“p”: natural numbers).

The user device 10, the server 30, and the online storages
50-1 to 50-m are connected to each other by way of a network
NW1. The network NW1 corresponds to a wired network
including an intranet, such as an interoffice portal site in an
enterprise, and the Internet in the outside or a wireless net-
work including a wireless LAN (local area network).

The server 30 and the online storages 60-1, . . ., 60-p are
connected to each other by way of a network NW2. The
network NW2 corresponds to a wired network including an
intranet, such as an interoffice portal site in an enterprise, and
the Internet in the outside or a wireless network including a
wireless LAN (local area network).

The user device 10 performs various types of information
processing in accordance with manipulation of an operation
section OP performed by a client (hereinafter referred to as
the “user”). The user device 10 can be connected to the
external storage medium 40 and writes data into the external
storage medium 40 or reads data from the same. Incidentally,
the operation section OP is; for instance, a keyboard or a
mouse connectable to the user device 10. When the operation
section OP is made up of, such as a touch panel and a numeric
keypad, the operation section OP can also be configured as
being included in the user device 10. Moreover, the external
storage medium 40 corresponds to; for instance, USB
memory, an SD card, and an external HDD.

(User Device: FIG. 2)

A configuration and operation of the user device 10 are now
described in detail by reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a block
diagram showing an internal configuration of the user device.

The user device 10 shown in FIG. 2 is configured so as to
include an internal clock CLK 1, an application 11, an access
control section 12, a secret distribution processing section 13
serving as a division processing section, a selector 14 serving
as a storage location selection section, a file system manage-
ment section 15, a server communication section 16, a rate
measurement section 17, a storage section 18, and RAM 19.

The internal clock CLK1 is; for instance, one of functions
of'an OS (operating system) that cause the user device 10 to
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4

run as a computer and corresponds to a system clock (a clock)
of'the user device 10. A signal output from the internal clock
CLK1, or clock information about the user device 10, is
illustrated in FIG. 2 as being input to the rate measurement
section 17. However, in reality, the clock information is input
to individual sections of the user device 10.

The application 11 is made available as a result of being
installed in advance in the user device 10 and gives the access
control section 12 a command about operation specifics con-
forming to user’s manipulation of the operation section OP.
The operation specifics conforming to user’s manipulation of
the operation section OP includes; for instance, a division
command for dividing one original data file into a plurality of
divided data files or a restoration command for restoring one
original data file from a plurality of divided data files.

Furthermore, unless otherwise explanations about a spe-
cial exemplification are provided, explanations are given in
the following descriptions by reference to a case where data
of one original data file are divided into sets of data of a
plurality of (e.g., two) divided data files and where data of one
original data file are restored from the data of the plurality of
(e.g., two in the same way) divided data files. Likewise, the
same can also apply to a folder where a plurality of data files
are stored in addition to the simple data file, such as that
mentioned above.

In response to user’s manipulation of the operation section
OP, the application 11 sends to the access control section 12
an acknowledgment of identification information [e.g., a
name of an original data file, an ID (identification), and oth-
ers| about an original data file that is to be a target of the
division command or the restoration command.

The access control section 12 inputs the acknowledgment
information from the application 11. In accordance with the
acknowledgment information from the application 11, the
access control section 12 commands the file system manage-
ment section 15 to extract a map table MT (see FIG. 4), which
is stored in the storage section 18, into the RAM 19. In
accordance with the command from the access control sec-
tion 12, the file system management section 15 reads a map
table MT from the storage section 18 and temporarily extracts
the map table MT in the RAM 19. Incidentally, the map table
MT will be described later by reference to FIG. 4. In the
embodiment, although the file system management section
15 extracts all of the specifics of the map table MT into the
RAM 19, only specifics of the map table MT for which the
access control section 12 has issued the command and which
correspond to the original data file identification information
can also be temporarily extracted.

In accordance with the acknowledgment information from
the application 11, the access control section 12 specifies a
record of the map table M T corresponding to the original data
file identification information that is to be a target of the
division command or the restoration command and sends an
acknowledgement of information about the thus-specified
record to the secret distribution processing section 13.

When a record of the original data file that is to serve as the
target of the division command or the restoration command is
not in the map table MT, the access control section 12 sends
an acknowledgment to this effect to the application 11. The
application 11 displays on an unillustrated display device the
acknowledgment information received from the access con-
trol section 12 and, for instance, sends an acknowledgment to
the user such that the user is prompted to create a record of the
original data file to be a target of the division command or the
restoration command.

When prompting the user to create a record, the application
11 can also let the user enter all of items required for the map
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table MT or let the user enter some of the items and cause the
access control section 12 to automatically determine and
input the remaining items.

A manipulation signal aimed at adding the record of the
original data file that is to be a target of the division command
or the restoration command is presumed to be input to the
application 11 by means of user’s manipulation of the opera-
tion section OP that conforms to the acknowledgement aimed
at prompting the user to create a record. The manipulation
signal includes a variety of pieces of information required for
the record that is to be a target of addition. In accordance with
user’s manipulation of the operation section OP, the applica-
tion 11 outputs to the access control section 12 a signal aimed
at adding to the map table MT the record of the original data
file that is to be a target of the division command or the
restoration command.

The access control section 12 adds to the map table MT
extracted in the RAM 19 a record of the original data file that
is to be a target of the division command or the restoration
command. The map table MT is thereby updated.

The secret distribution processing section 13 serving as a
division processing section divides data of the original data
file into sets of data of two or more divided data files and also
divides data of one original data file that is to be a target of the
division command into sets of data of two divided data files.
In this case, the division ratio comes to 1:1, and the number of
division comes to two.

In the embodiment, secret distribution processing is men-
tioned by way of example division processing. However, the
division processing is not limited to secret distribution pro-
cessing. Incidentally, no specific limitation is imposed on an
algorism of secret distribution processing performed by the
secret distribution processing section 13. For instance, a
known (k, n) threshold value secret distribution method
described in connection with Non-Patent Document 1 is pre-
sumed to be used in the following explanations. The param-
eter “n” is the number of division.

(Non-Patent Document 1 for reference) A. Shamir: “How
to share a secret,” Communications of the ACM, 22, 11, pp.
61210 613 (1979)

According to a divided data file storage location, the secret
distribution processing section 13 determines a division ratio
(D:Dg) and the number of division (D ,+Dj) for the original
data file not in excess of the maximum number of division
D,y (e.g., D, ,x=10) previously specified by means of
operation of the secret distribution processing section 13. The
parameters D, Dz are natural numbers. On the basis of the
thus-determined division ratio (D,:Dz) and the number of
division (D +Dj), the secret distribution processing section
13 divides data of one original data file into division number
of divided data files.

When the determined division ratio (D ,:Dg) is reducible,
the secret distribution processing section 13 divides data of
one original data file by use of a division ratio (D,.Dy),
which is determined through reduction processing. In this
case, the number of division (D, +Dj,) acquired after reduc-
tion processing rather than the number of division (D +Dj)
acquired before reduction processing is employed as the
number of division. For instance, when a determined division
ratio is “2:4,” the secret distribution processing section 13
determines a division ratio as “1:2” and divides data of one
original data file into data of three divided data files rather
than data of six divided data files.

The secret distribution processing section 13 determines a
division ratio and the number of division for data of the
original data file on the basis of the reading rate S(t) or the
writing rate U(t) (see descriptions provided later) of each
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6

storage location measured by the rate measurement section
17. For instance, when the number of storage locations is two
(a storage location A and a storage location B), the secret
distribution processing section 13 inputs a reading rate S (t)
or awriting rate U ,(t) for the storage location A and a reading
rate Sg(t) or a write Ug(t) for the storage location B from the
rate measurement section 17.

It is preferable that the secret distribution processing sec-
tion 13 utilize the reading rate S ,(t) for the storage location A
and the reading rate Sz(t) for the storage location B at the time
of determination of a division ratio and the number of divi-
sion. However, it is also possible to utilize either the reading
rate or the writing rate or both for each of the storage loca-
tions.

In general, the written data file are first stored in a buffer
(like the RAM 19) in the user device 10 that is faster than the
storage locations A and B in terms of a writing rate and
subsequently stored in the storage locations A and B. For
these reasons, latency time perceived by the user corresponds
to a time during which the data file is written (stored) into the
buffer. In short, the latency time perceived by the user
becomes shorter than a time during which data are written
into or read from the storage location without being affected
by the writing rate of each storage location. However, the user
cannot perform the next manipulation until reading of the data
file is completed, so that the reading rate itself of each storage
location leads directly to the user’s latency time. Therefore,
the secret distribution processing section 13 uses the reading
rate of the storage location in preference to its writing rate.

On the basis of the reading rate S (t) or the writing rate
U (1) for the storage location A and the reading rate Sy(t) or
the writing rate Ug(t) for the storage location B, the secret
distribution processing section 13 calculates a storage ratio
H ,:Hj that represents a ratio of the number of divided data
files to be stored in the storage location A to the number of
divided data files to be stored in the storage location B. On the
basis of the thus-calculated storage ratio H :Hy, the secret
distribution processing section 13 determines the division
ratio (D,:Dg) and the number of division (D +Dg) for the
data of the original data file. In the embodiment, D , number
of divided data files corresponding to the parameter D, are
stored in the storage location A, and D, number of divided
data files corresponding to the parameter Dy are stored in the
storage location B. Moreover, a relationship D +Dz=<D,,,+
exists among the parameter D, the parameter Dy, and the
parameter D, +-

When a division ratio which is appropriate for a divided
data file storage location is previously determined as a fixed
value (a fixed ratio) in the map table MT, the secret distribu-
tion processing section 13 performs division by preferentially
using the fixed ratio as a division ratio. The fixed ratio is
specified in the map table MT (see FIG. 4) to be described
later by means of; for instance, user’s desired manipulation
(predetermined setting) of the operation section OP. Inciden-
tally, the fixed ratio is not specified limitedly in the map table
MT but can also be specified in; for example, another table
(not shown) that stipulates identification information about a
divided data file storage location and a fixed ratio.

For instance, when two storage locations (the user device
10 and the online storage 50-1) are available, the storage
location A is presumed to be the user device 10, and the
storage location B is presumed to be the online storage 50-1.
The division ratio D ;:D, for a specific original data file pre-
viously determined for each of storage locations in the record
of the map table MT is presumed to be 3:1. The secret distri-
bution processing section 13 divides data of one original data
file into data of four divided data files. Among the four
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divided data files, three divided data files are stored in the user
device 10, and the remaining one divided data file is stored in
the online storage 50-1.

After dividing the data of the original data file, the secret
distribution processing section 13 creates divided data files by
use of a data region of each of the divided data files and a
header region of header information that is predetermined
information written into the data of the divided data files. As
will be described in detail later, the predetermined informa-
tion corresponds to original data file identification informa-
tion 206, divided data file number information 204, and stor-
age location information 205 (see FIG. 5A). The secret
distribution processing section 13 outputs each of the divided
data files that include the header region and the data region to
the selector 14.

The map table MT stored in the storage section 18 of the
user device 10 is now described by reference to FIG. 4. FIG.
4 is a configuration diagram of the map table MT stored in the
storage section 18 of the user device 10.

The map table MT shown in FIG. 4 is configured from
items including a folder/file name 101, a first divided data file
storage location 102, a second divided data file storage loca-
tion 103, and a fixed ratio 104. For simplicity of explanation,
FIG. 4 shows exemplification of the map table MT that has
two storage locations for storing divided data files generated
by the secret distribution processing section 13. In this regard,
the number of divided data file storage locations is not limited
to two in the embodiment. For instance, the number of storage
locations may also be further added or deleted by means of
user’s manipulation performed by use of the operation sec-
tion OP.

The first divided data file storage location 102 is identifi-
cation information showing that the first storage location of
the two storage locations is any one of the storage section 18,
the external storage medium 40, the plurality of online stor-
ages 50-1, ..., 50-m, and the server 30. Likewise, the second
divided data file storage location 103 is identification infor-
mation showing that the second storage location of the two
storage locations is any one of the storage section 18, the
external storage medium 40, the plurality of online storages
50-1, . . ., 50-m, and the plurality of online storages
60-1,...,60-p.

In the information processing system 100, the user device
10 cannot recognize presence of the plurality of online stor-
ages 60-1, . . ., 60-p. For this reason, even when data are
stored in the server 30 itself or any of the online storages
60-1,. .., 60-p, the user device 10 determines that the data are
stored in the server 30, and hence the server 30 is indicated as
a storage location in the map table. Which one of the server 30
and the online storages 60-1, . . . , 60-p stores the data is
preserved in the map table of the server 30.

In the map table MT shown in FIG. 4, for instance, the first
divided data file storage location 102 and the second divided
data file storage location 103 are represented by use of a
plurality of parameters (D, M, S,, S,). The parameter D
designates the storage section 18. The parameter M desig-
nates the external storage medium 40. The parameter S, des-
ignates the online storage 50-1. The parameter S, designates
the online storage 60-1. The parameters designating storage
locations are not limited to those mentioned above.

For instance, in relation to an original data file named
“abc.c,” some of all divided data files are stored in the storage
section 18, and the other divided data files are stored in the
online storage 50-1. The parameters of the first divided data
file storage location 102 or the parameters of the second
divided data file storage location 103 in the map table MT
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may also be changed by means of user’s manipulation per-
formed by use of the operation section OP.

The fixed ratio 104 is a division ratio of the original data file
that was previously determined as a fixed value. When the
fixed ratio 104 of the map table MT has previously been input
by means of user’s manipulation performed by use of the
operation section OP, the secret distribution processing sec-
tion 13 preferentially subjects the original data file, which is
to be a target of secret distribution processing, to secret dis-
tribution by reference to records of the map table MT while
taking the fixed ratio specified by the fixed ratio 104 as a
division ratio. For instance, the secret distribution processing
section 13 subjects data of the original data file named “xyz-
xt” to secret distribution at a division ratio, or the fixed ratio
“3:1,” thereby creating four divided data files. Three of the
four divided data files are stored in the storage section 18, and
the remaining one divided data file is stored in the online
storage 60-1.

Although not included in the map table MT shown in FIG.
4, items, such as the number of divided data files and the
division ratio that are determined by the secret distribution
processing section 13, can also be included in the map table
MT.

Header information of the divided data file, a data structure
of'the original data file, and a data structure of the divided data
file are now described by reference to FIGS. 5A to 5D. FIG.
5A is a descriptive view of the header structure of the divided
data file. FIG. 5B is a descriptive view of a structure of the
original data file. FIG. 5C is a descriptive view of a structure
of a divided data file 1. FIG. 5D is a descriptive view of a
structure of a divided data file 2.

The header of the divided data file shown in FIG. SA
includes original data file identification information 206,
divided data file number information 204, and storage loca-
tion information 205. The original data file identification
information 206 represents identification information about
the original data file. The divided data file number informa-
tion 204 is information representing the number of division
determined by the secret distribution processing section 13
and what number of a divided data file of interest in the
number of division. The storage location information 205 is
storage location information about each of divided data files
written by the secret distribution processing section 13 on the
basis of the map table MT.

A structure of the divided data file 1 shown in FIG. 5B
includes a header region 201 and a data region 501. The data
region 501 is a data region generated as a result of a data
region 500 of the original data file being subjected to secret
distribution by the secret distribution processing section 13.
The header region 201 is a header region shown in FIG. 5A.

Likewise, a structure of the divided data file 2 shown in
FIG. 5C includes a header region 202 and a data region 502.
The dataregion 502 is a data region generated as a result of the
data region 500 of the original data file being subjected to
secret distribution by the secret distribution processing sec-
tion 13. The header region 202 is a header region shown in
FIG. 5A.

Moreover, contents of respective sets of divided data in a
plurality of divided data files can also be stored in one divided
data file after being integrated into the divided data file as a
divided data file storage method. As shown in FIG. 5D, a
structure of such a divided data file includes a header region
203, data length information 503¢ and a data region 503, and
data length information 504a and a data region 504. The data
length information 503a represents a data length of the data
region 503 of divided data generated by the secret distribution
processing section 13. Likewise, the data length information
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504a represents a data length of the data region 504 of divided
data generated by the secret distribution processing section
13.

The selector 14 serving as the storage location selection
section inputs each of divided data files output from the secret
distribution processing section 13. The selector 14 selects a
storage location for each of the divided data files according to
the storage location information 205 in the header region of
each of the data files divided by the secret distribution pro-
cessing section 13 on the basis of the number of division and
the division ratio. For example, when identification informa-
tion showing “storage section 18” is written in the storage
location information 205 in the header region of a divided
data file Z, the selector 14 selects the “storage section 18” as
a storage location for the divided data file Z.

In accordance with the selected storage location for each of
the divided data files, the selector 14 outputs a divided data
file write command to the file system management section 15
or the server communication section 16 for writing each of the
divided data files.

Upon receipt of a command for reading the map table MT
from the access control section 12, the file system manage-
ment section 15 reads the map table MT from the storage
section 18 and extracts the thus-read table into the RAM 19.
In this regard, an arrow pertaining to control of extracting the
map table MT from the file system management section 15 to
the RAM 19 is omitted from FIG. 2.

In response to a command for reading or writing a divided
data file output from the selector 14, the file system manage-
ment section 15 reads a divided data file from a predetermined
folder of the storage section 18 or writes the divided data file
into the predetermined folder. The predetermined folder can
be appropriately changed in response to user’s manipulation
of the operation section OP.

When the server communication section 16 writes or reads
a divided data file or an ordinary data file that is not a divided
data file into or from the storage location by way of the
network, the file system management section 15 receives in
each case an acknowledgement of a writing rate or a reading
rate from the server communication section 16. In the
embodiment, the storage location connected by way of the
network includes the online storages 50-1, . . ., 50-m, the
server 30, and the online storages 60-1, . . . , 60-p. The file
system management section 15 sends an acknowledgment of
the thus-input writing rate or reading rate to the rate measure-
ment section 17. The writing rate or the reading rate can be
calculated by dividing a volume (size) of target written data or
target read data by a time required to write or read them.

The server communication section 16 acts as an interface
for establishing a communication with the server 30 or any
one of the online storages 50-1, . . ., 50-m. On the basis of the
command for writing a divided data file output from the
selector 14, the server communication section 16 transmits a
divided data file to the server 30 or any one of the online
storages 50-1, .. ., 50-m.

Having written or read a divided data file or an ordinary
data file that is not a divided data file into storage locations;
namely, any one of the online storages 50-1, . . ., 50-m, the
server 30, and the online storages 60-1, . . ., 60-p, the server
communication section 16 sends an acknowledgment of the
writing rate or reading rate to the file system management
section 15.

The rate measurement section 17 measures a rate at which
data are read or written from or into a divided data file storage
location and stores the thus-measured reading rate or writing
rate into the RAM 19 or internal memory of the rate measure-
ment section 17.
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By means of training processing using a predetermined
volume (size) of data, the rate measurement section 17 mea-
sures a rate at which data are read from or written into a
divided data file storage location. Training processing is pro-
cessing for measuring a rate at which data are read from or
written into each of storage locations on the basis of time
required to write or read the data into or from each of the
storage locations (i.e., a writing time or a reading time) by
writing or reading a predetermined volume of data from or
into each of the storage locations.

In the embodiment, the rate measurement section 17 sub-
jects the storage section 18 that serves as; for instance, a
storage location A, to training processing by means of DMA
transfer using a DMA transfer channel CH1, independently of
operation of the secret distribution processing section 13, the
selector 14, and the file system management section 15. Like-
wise, the rate measurement section 17 subjects the online
storage 50-1 that serves as; for instance, a storage location B,
to training processing by means of DMA transfer using a
DMA transfer channel CH2, independently of operation of
the secret distribution processing section 13, the selector 14,
and the file system management section 15.

In relation to the reading rate or the writing rate of the
storage section 18 serving as the storage location A which is
not a connection target by way of the network, the rate mea-
surement section 17 sends to the secret distribution process-
ing section 13 an acknowledgement of the reading rate or
writing rate measured by training processing.

In relation to the reading rate or the writing rate of the
online storage 50-1 serving as the storage location B con-
nected by way of the network, the rate measurement section
17 sends to the secret distribution processing section 13 an
acknowledgement of either the reading/writing rate measured
by means of training processing or the reading/writing rate
acknowledged by the file system management section 15,
whichever corresponds to any one of the maximum value, the
minimum value, an average value, or the latest value.

The maximum value is the maximum reading rate or the
maximum writing rate among reading rates or writing rates
achieved since the user device 10 was activated after powered
and represents the maximum rate achieved when a congestion
rate of the network is minimum. The minimum value is the
minimum reading rate or the minimum writing rate among
reading rates or writing rates achieved since the user device
10 was activated after powered and corresponds to; for
instance, a lowest reading rate or writing rate of the online
storage 50-1 that can be guaranteed. The average value is; for
instance, an hourly average reading rate of reading rates or an
hourly average writing rate of writing rates achieved in one
hour. The latest value represents a reading rate or a writing
rate acquired most recently within 10 minutes. When there
are a plurality of measured reading rates or a plurality of
measured writing rates, an average of the plurality of reading
rates or an average of the plurality of writing rates can be the
latest value.

An acknowledgment of either the reading rate or the writ-
ing rate, whichever corresponds to any of the maximum
value, the minimum value, the average value, and the latest
value, that is sent from the rate measurement section 17 to the
secret distribution processing section 13 can also be changed
according to user’s desired manipulation (desired settings)
made by use of the operation section OP.

When the rate measurement section 17 uses the maximum
value, reading or writing operation can be efficiently per-
formed at a low level of network congestion. When the mini-
mum value is used, reading or writing operation can be effi-
ciently performed at a high level of network congestion.
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When the average value is employed, reading or writing
operation can be efficiently performed over a network that
attains a stable communication rate.

By reference to FIG. 6, explanations are now given to
timing when the rate measurement section 17 performs train-
ing processing. FIG. 6 is a descriptive view for providing
time-series explanations about timing at which the rate mea-
surement section measures the reading rate S(t) or the writing
rate U(t).

In the embodiment, the rate measurement section 17 per-
forms training processing and measures the reading rate S(t)
or the writing rate U(t) every time 30 minutes elapse; that is,
after a lapse of 30 minutes, 60 minutes, 90 minutes, . . ., since
power-on (activation) of the user device 10. Although training
processing periodically performed by the rate measurement
section 17 after a lapse of 30 minutes since power-on is not
indispensable, it is preferable to perform training processing
at power-on (namely, at start-up). Moreover, settings pertain-
ing to a time cycle of performance of training processing can
also be changed by user’s manipulation performed by use of
the operation section OP.

As shown in FIG. 6, since operation of the server commu-
nication section 16 does not necessarily involve periodically
writing a data file including a divided data file into a storage
location or periodically reading the data file from the storage
location, the reading rate S(t) or the writing rate U(t) acknowl-
edge by the file system management section 15 is input to the
rate measurement section 17 on an irregular basis.

The storage section 18 is a storage device that enables
unlimited reading and writing of a data file, and stores pro-
grams to be executed by the application 11, the access control
section 12, the secret distribution processing section 13, the
selector 14, and the file system management section 15 and
various sets of data utilized by the respective programs. Fur-
ther, the storage section 18 stores the map table MT.

The application 11, the access control section 12, the secret
distribution processing section 13, the selector 14, and the file
system management section 15 can be configured from hard-
ware or software. In particular, when these sections are con-
figured from software, the respective sections become able to
operate by means of a built-in CPU (central processing unit)
of the user device 10 reading from the storage section 13
respective programs that include previously defined opera-
tion of the respective sections.

The RAM 19 is utilized for work memory during operation
of each of the sections of the user device 10. For instance, in
accordance with acknowledgment information from the
access control section 12, the map table MT read from the
storage section 18 by the file system management section 15
is temporarily extracted and stored.

(Server: FIG. 3)

Incidentally, the server 30 can also include an internal
configuration analogous to the above-described internal con-
figuration of the user device 10. FIG. 3 shows a block diagram
of the internal configuration of the server 30 achieved in this
case. FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the internal configu-
ration of the server 30. The sever 30 shown in FIG. 3 includes
aninternal clock CLK2, a user device communication section
31 corresponding to the server communication section 16, an
access control section 32, a secret distribution processing
section 33 serving as a division processing section, a selector
34 serving as a storage location selection section, an online
storage management section 35 corresponding to the file sys-
tem management section 15, a rate measurement section 36,
a storage section 37, and RAM 39.

Since operation of the server 30 is analogous to operation
of respective sections of the server 30 corresponding to the
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respective sections of the user device 10, repeated explana-
tions about operation are omitted. However, explanations are
provided to differences.

The user device communication section 31 works as an
interface for establishing a communication with the user
device 10 and receives a divided data file and a command for
writing a divided data file, both of which are transmitted from
the server communication section 16, or a command for read-
ing a divided data file. The user device communication sec-
tion 31 sends to the access control section 32 an acknowledg-
ment of a divided data file and a command for writing a
divided data file that have been received, or an acknowledg-
ment of a received command for reading a divided data file.

In response to a command for reading or writing a divided
data file output from the selector 34, the online storage man-
agement section 35 reads or writes a divided data file from or
into the storage section 37 or a predetermined folder of the
online storages 60-1, . . ., 60-p.

The access control section 32, the secret distribution pro-
cessing section 33, the selector 34, and the online storage
management section 35 can be configured from hardware or
software. In particular, when these sections are configured
from software, the respective sections become able to operate
by means of a built-in CPU of the server 30 reading from the
storage section 37 respective programs that include previ-
ously defined operation of the respective sections.

The RAM 39 is utilized as work memory for operations of
the respective sections of the server 30.

Operation of the rate measurement section 17 performed
during training processing is now described by reference to
FIG. 7, FIG. 7 is a flowchart for explaining training process-
ing of the rate measurement section 17. FIG. 7 provides
explanations about training processing performed by the rate
measurement section 17 of the user device 10. However,
similar operation can also be applied to training processing of
the rate measurement section 36 of the server 30. Explana-
tions about FIG. 7 are based on the premise that the user
device 10 is in a condition achieved immediately after power-
on or start-up. Further, although the reading rate is employed
as a target of measurement (calculation) in FIG. 7, the writing
rate can also be adopted.

In FIG. 7, the rate measurement section 17 makes an
inquiry to the file system management section 15 about infor-
mation pertaining to a data file storage location in the user
device 10. On the basis of the inquiry from the rate measure-
ment section 17, the file system management section 15 sends
as a response to the rate measurement section 17 information
about a data file storage location in the user device 10. The
rate measurement section 17 thereby determines the informa-
tion about the data file storage location in the user device 10
(S11).

Entire processing pertaining to steps S12 to S15 in FIG. 7
corresponds to training processing of the rate measurement
section 17, and training processing pertaining to steps S12 to
S15 is performed for each storage location determined in step
S11. For simplicity of explanation, two storage locations are
presumed to be available as information about a data file
storage location in the user device 10. Namely, the first stor-
age location A is presumed to correspond to the storage sec-
tion 18, and the second storage location B is presumed to
correspond to the online storage 50-1. The rate measurement
section 17 performs training processing intended for the first
storage location A.

The rate measurement section 17 writes X-byte fixed data
into the storage section 18 by way of the DMA transfer
channel CH1 (S12). The rate measurement section 17 reads
the X-byte fixed data from the storage section 18 by way of
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the DMA transfer channel CH1 and calculates the reading
rate S(t) from the volume (X bytes) of the fixed data and a time
required to read the fixed data (S13). The rate measurement
section 17 deletes the fixed data written in the storage section
18 by way of the DMA transfer channel CH1 (S14). The rate
measurement section 17 stores in the RAM 19 a reading rate
corresponding to any one of the maximum value, the mini-
mum value, an average value, and the latest value of the
reading rate S(t) of the storage section 18 that serves as the
first storage location A (S15). As mentioned above, which one
of'the maximum value, the minimum value, an average value,
and the latest value is selected as a reading rate by the rate
measurement section 17 has been previously defined by
operation of the rate measurement section 17.

When having not yet finished training processing of all
storage locations (NO in S16), the rate measurement section
17 performs training processing for another storage location.
When training processing for the online storage 50-1 that
serves as the second storage location B is not performed, the
rate measurement section 17 performs training processing
pertaining to steps S12 to S15 in connection with the online
storage 50-1.

Specifically, the rate measurement section 17 causes the
server communication section 16 to write the X-byte fixed
data into the online storage 50-1 by way of the DMA transfer
channel CH2 (S12). The rate measurement section 17 causes
the server communication section 16 to read the X-byte fixed
data from the online storage 50-1 by way ofthe DMA transfer
channel CH2 and receives an input of a read time by way of
the server communication section 16. The rate measurement
section 17 calculates the reading rate S(t) from the volume (X
bytes) of the fixed data and a time required to read the fixed
data (S13). The rate measurement section 17 causes the server
communication section 16 to delete the fixed data written in
the online storage 50-1 by way of the DMA transfer channel
CH2 (S14). The rate measurement section 17 stores in the
RAM 19 a reading rate corresponding to any one of the
maximum value, the minimum value, an average value, and
the latest value of the reading rate S(t) for the online storage
50-1 that serves as the second storage location B (S15).

When having finished training processing of all of the
storage locations (YES in S16), the rate measurement section
17 is presumed not to be set so as to periodically perform
training processing of all of the storage locations as shown in
FIG. 6 (NO in S17). In this case, operation of the rate mea-
surement section 17 proceeds to step S20.

In the meantime, when having finished training processing
ofall of the storage locations (YES in S16), the rate measure-
ment section 17 is presumed to be set so as to periodically
perform training processing of all of the storage locations as
shown in FIG. 6 (YES in S17). In this case, the rate measure-
ment section 17 waits, on the basis of clock information sent
from the internal clock CLK1, for a period from a current time
to a time when next training processing corresponding to an
execution cycle of training processing is performed (S18).
When an execution time corresponding to an execution cycle
of training processing comes after the rate measurement sec-
tion 17 waited in step S18, the rate measurement section 17
performs training processing analogous to that pertaining to
steps s12 to S15 (S19).

It is preferable that training processing which is performed
a plurality of times from steps S17 to S19 should be per-
formed for a storage location connected by way of the net-
work; namely, the online storage 50-1 serving as the second
storage location. Since the reading rate or the writing rate of
the storage section 18 is constant, the essential requirement is
to measure the reading rate and the writing rate at the same
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time at; for instance, power-on (start-up) of the user device
10, or when the user device recognizes the storage section 18
as a device of the user device 10. However, the reading rate or
the writing rate of the online storage 50-1 dynamically
changes according to a degree of congestion of the network
NW1. For this reason, performing training processing a num-
ber of times is preferable.

When the power of the user device 10 is turned off (YES in
S20), operation of the rate measurement section 17 ends.
However, if the power of the user device 10 is not turned off
(NO in S20), operation of the rate measurement section 17
proceeds to step S21. When the reading rate S(t) is acknowl-
edged by the file system management section 15 (YES in
S21), the rate measurement section 17 temporarily stores the
thus-acknowledged reading rate S(t) in the RAM 19 (S22).
When the reading rate S(t) is not acknowledged by the file
system management section 15 (NO in S21), operation of the
rate measurement section 17 returns to step S17.

If the reading rate S(t) temporarily stored in the RAM 19 is
desired to be retained even after power-off, what is necessary
is to store the reading rate S(t) into the storage section 18, or
the like.

By reference to FIGS. 8 to 11, there is now described
operation of the secret distribution processing section per-
formed when the original data file is divided and when each of
the thus-divided data files is stored in a storage location. FI1G.
8 is a flowchart for explaining operation of the secret distri-
bution processing section 13 performed when an original data
fail is saved after being divided into divided data files. FIG. 9
is a flowchart explaining operation of the secret distribution
processing section 13 performed when a division ratio is
determined. FIG. 10 is a flowchart for explaining operation of
the secret distribution processing section 13 performed when
the division ratio is determined. FIG. 11 is a graph showing
processing load versus the number of division for division
processing and restoration processing.

In FIGS. 8 through 10, there is described operation of the
secret distribution processing section 13 ofthe user device 10.
However, similar operation can also be applied to operation of
the secret distribution processing section 33 of the server 30.

In FIG. 8, the secret distribution processing section 13
makes an inquiry to the file system management section 15
about information pertaining to a data file storage location in
the user device 10. On the basis of the inquiry from the secret
distribution processing section 13, the file system manage-
ment section 15 sends as a response to the secret distribution
processing section 13 information about a data file storage
location in the user device 10. The secret distribution process-
ing section 13 thereby determines the information about the
data file storage location in the user device 10 (S31). Alter-
natively, the secret distribution processing section 13 can also
make an inquiry to the rate measurement section 17 about
information pertaining to a data file storage location in the
user device 10 and determine the information about a data file
storage location in the user device 10 on the basis of response
information sent from the rate measurement section 17.

The secret distribution processing section 13 receives an
input of information about a record in the map table MT for
the original data file that has been acknowledged by the
access control section 12 and that is to be a target of division.
The secret distribution processing section 13 determines
whether or not a fixed ratio conforming to the location where
there is stored the divided data file of the original data file has
been previously set on the input information (S32).

When the fixed ratio conforming to the location where
there is stored the divided data file of the original data file is
determined to have been previously set on the input informa-
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tion (YES in S32), the secret distribution processing section
13 takes the fixed ratio as a division ratio and further divides
data of the original data file that is to be a target of division
into data of divided data files, the number of which conforms
to the division ratio (S33). After step S33, operation of the
secret distribution processing section 13 proceeds to step S36.

When the fixed ratio conforming to the location where
there is stored the divided data file of the original data file is
determined not to have been previously set on the input infor-
mation (NO in S32), the secret distribution processing section
13 makes an inquiry to the rate measurement section 17 about
the reading rates S(t) of respective locations where there are
stored the divided data files of the original data file that is to
be a target of the division command (S34). In step S34, the
secret distribution processing section 13 can also make an
inquiry to the rate measurement section 17 about the writing
rate U(t) in place of the reading rate S(t). In the following
descriptions, an inquiry about the reading rate S(t) is to be
made in step S34.

On the basis of the reading rates S(t) of the respective
storage locations received a response from the rate measure-
ment section 17, the secret distribution processing section 13
determines the division ratio and the number of division for
the original data file that is to become a target of the division
command (S35). By reference to FIGS. 9 and 10, detailed
descriptions are provided to processing for determining a
division ratio and the number of division in step S35. After
step S35, operation of the secret distribution processing sec-
tion 13 proceeds to step S36. Incidentally, it is preferable that
the secret distribution processing section 13 should write the
division ratio and the number of division, which were deter-
mined in step S35, into the record in the map table MT for the
original data file that is to become a target of the division
command.

Onthe basis of the division ratio and the number of division
determined in step S33 or S35, the secret distribution process-
ing section 13 subjects the original data file, which is to
become a target of the division command, to division (secret
division) (S36). The secret distribution processing section 13
writes, into respective header regions of the plurality of
divided data files created by division processing, the original
data file identification information 206, the divided data file
number information 204, and the storage location informa-
tion 205 (S37). The secret distribution processing section 13
outputs to the selector 14 a plurality of divided data files, each
of which is made up of a header region and a data region
(S38).

By reference to FIGS. 9 and 10, operation of the secret
distribution processing section 13 performed when a division
ratio is determined is now described. In the descriptions
shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, the number of storage locations is
assumed to be two (the storage location A and the storage
location B).

In FIG. 9, the secret distribution processing section 13
calculates, from the reading rate S ,(t) of the storage location
A and the reading rate Sz(t) of the storage location B received
as responses from the rate measurement section 17 in step
S34, astorageratio H ,:H representing the number of divided
data files stored in the storage location A to the number of
divided data files stored in the storage location B (S41). In
step S41, reference symbol H , designates a reading rate S ,(t)
of the storage location A [H =S ,(1)], and reference symbol
Hj, designates a reading rate Sg(t) of the storage location B
[Hz=S5(0].

Parameters H , and H, of the storage ratio H ,;:H can also
be calculated by means of Mathematical Expression (1) and
Mathematical Expression (2). In Mathematical Expression
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(1), the parameter S, designates a reading rate of the storage
location A (e.g., the storage section 18); the parameter Sy
designates a reading rate of the storage location B (e.g., the
online storage 50-1); and a parameter D, , designates the
maximum number of division previously defined by opera-
tion of the secret distribution processing section 13. When
Mathematical Expression (1) and Mathematical Expression
(2) stand, Mathematical Expression (3) to be described later
also stands.

®

Hy= XD
A SA +SB MAX

Hp = Dyax —Ha 2)

On the basis of the storage ratio H ;:H calculated in step
S41, the secret distribution processing section 13 determines
whether or not Mathematical Expression (3) stands (S42).

3

When Mathematical Expression (3) is determined to stand
(YES in S42), the secret distribution processing section 13
determines whether or not H, and Hy, are reducible; namely,
whether or not the greatest common factor G other than one
exists between H, and Hy (S43). In this regard, the greatest
common factor G is not limited to an integer and assumes any
actual number, such as 2.5.

When H , and H are determined to be reducible (YES in
S43), the secret distribution processing section 13 determines
the storage ratio H ,"H' acquired after reducing H, and Hyg
by use of the greatest common factor G as a division ratio
DDy (S44). The secret distribution processing section 13
determines the number of division as (D ,+Dg) from the divi-
sionratio D :Dy. In this case, when H ,:H =4:2, for instance,
stands, the secret distribution processing section 13 deter-
mines the division ratio as 2:1 obtained after reducing H ;:H
by use of a greatest common factor of 2 rather than as 4:2,
determining the number of division as 2+1=3 rather than
4+2=6.

When H , and H are determined to be irreducible (NO in
S43), the secret distribution processing section 13 determines
the storage ratio H ,:H calculated in step S41 as the division
ratio D ,:D (S45). Further, the secret distribution processing
section 13 determines the number of division as (D +
Dg)(=H_,+Hy) from the division ratio D :Dg. In this case,
when H ,:H;=5:2, for instance, stands, the secret distribution
processing section 13 determines the division ratio as 5:2 and
the number of division as 5+2=7.

When the greatest common factor other than one exists
between the parameter H , and the parameter H, the secret
distribution processing section 13 determines the storage
ratio H ,"Hz' acquired after reduction processing as the divi-
sion ratio D :Dy. The reason for this is that, the larger the
number of division becomes in division processing including
secret distribution processing or restoration processing, the
greater load on division processing or restoration processing
of the user device 10 becomes, as shown in FIG. 11. Accord-
ingly, when the greatest common factor other than one exists
between the parameter H , and the parameter H, the secret
distribution processing section 13 determines as the division
ratio D ,: D the storage ratio H ,":H' acquired after reduction
of the parameters H , and H by use of the greatest common
factor G, so the load on processing of the user device 10 can
thereby be lessened.

Although the upper limit of the number of division is
defined in order to lessen the load on processing of the user

H+Hp<Dysyx
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device 10, division can also be performed without defining
the upper limit of the number of division.

In the meantime, when Mathematical Expression (3) is
determined not to stand (NO in S42), the secret distribution
processing section 13 adjusts the parameters H, and Hy such
that a conditional equation of step S42; namely, Mathematical
Expression (3), stands (S46). Operation for regulation per-
taining to step S46 is now described by reference to FIG. 10.

In FIG. 10, the secret distribution processing section 13
determines, on the basis of the information about a storage
location determined in step S31, which one of the two storage
locations A and B includes the online storage (S51). When the
online storage is determined to be included in which one of
the two storage locations A and B (YES in S51), the secret
distribution processing section 13 determines whether or not
both of the two storage locations A and B correspond to the
online storages (S52).

When neither of the two storage locations A and B are
determined to be online storages (NO in S52), the secret
distribution processing section 13 adjusts the parameter Hy of
the online storage to a small value so that the parameter Hy
can be reduced along with the parameter H, of the storage
location that is not the online storage (S53). The secret dis-
tribution processing section 13 reduces the parameter H , and
the parameter Hy adjusted in step S53 by use of the greatest
common factor G other than one (S54).

For instance, when the storage ratio H :Hj calculated in
step S41 is “13:7,” the secret distribution processing section
13 adjusts the parameter Hy to a small value (6.5) so that the
parameter Hy can be reduced along with the parameter H
(13) in step S53, thereby determining the storage ratio as
“13:6.5.” In step S54, “13:6.5” is reduced to “2:1” by use of
the greatest common factor G=6.5. Next operation of the
secret distribution processing section 13 pertaining to step
S54 proceeds to step S42.

When both of the two storage locations A and B are deter-
mined to be online storages (YES in S52), the secret distri-
bution processing section 13 adjusts a smaller value (e.g., the
parameter H) of the parameters H , and H to a small value so
that the parameter H , and the parameter H; of the two online
storages can be reduced (S55). The secret distribution pro-
cessing section 13 reduces the parameter H , and the param-
eter Hy adjusted in step S55 by use of the greatest common
factor G other than one (S54).

For instance, when the storage ratio H :Hj calculated in
step S41 is “3.6:2.6,” the secret distribution processing sec-
tion 13 adjusts the parameter Hz to a small value (2.4) so that
the parameter H can be reduced along with the parameter H
(3.6) in step S55, thereby determining the storage ratio as
“3.6:2.4” In step S54, “3.6:2.4” is reduced to “3:2” by use of
the greatest common factor G=1.2 in step S54. Next operation
of the secret distribution processing section 13 pertaining to
step S54 proceeds to step S42.

When neither of the two storage locations A and B are
determined to include online storages (NO in S51), the secret
distribution processing section 13 adjusts a smaller parameter
of the parameters H, and Hy (e.g., the parameter Hy) to a
small value so that the parameter H ; and the parameter Hy of
the two storage locations (e.g., the storage section 18 and the
external storage medium 40) can be reduced (S55). The secret
distribution processing section 13 reduces the parameter H
and the parameter H; adjusted in step S55 by use of the
greatest common factor G other than one (S54).

Operation of the secret distribution processing section 13
performed when the original data file is restored by use of the
plurality of divided data files is now described by reference to
FIGS. 12 and 13. FIG. 12 is a flowchart for explaining opera-
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tion of the secret distribution processing section 13 per-
formed when the original data file is restored, and FIG. 13 is
a flowchart for explaining operation of the secret distribution
processing section 13 performed when the original data file is
restored.

In FIG. 12, the secret distribution processing section 13
receives from the access control section 12 a command for
restoring the original data file that is to be a target of the
restoration command (S61). Specifically, the secret distribu-
tion processing section 13 receives an input of information
about arecord in the map table M T of the original data file that
is to be a target of restoration and that is acknowledged by the
access control section 12.

The secret distribution processing section 13 determines,
on the basis of the record of the map table MT into which the
division ratio and the number of division determined in step
S35 are written, a division ratio and the number of division
achieved on occasions of division of the original data file to be
a target of a restoration command, and further determines
respective storage locations of the respective divided data
files (S62).

The secret distribution processing section 13 initializes the
number of storage locations “s” and the number of divided
data files “t” stored in the “s”” storage location (S63) and
reads a header of the t* divided data file in the s* storage
location (S64). The secret distribution processing section 13
determines whether or not headers of all the divided data files
in the s™ storage location have been read (S65).

When not all the headers of the divided data files in the s™
storage location are determined to have been read (NO in
S65), the secret distribution processing section 13 increments
the parameter “t” (S66). Operation of the secret distribution
processing section 13 performed after step S66 proceeds to
step S64. Accordingly, operation pertaining to steps S64 to
S66 is iterated until the headers of all the divided data files in
the s? storage location are read.

When the headers of all the divided data files in the s”
storage location are determined to have been read (YES in
S65), the secret distribution processing section 13 determines
whether or not the parameter “s” determined in step S62 is the
maximum value (S67). When the parameter “s” determined in
step S62 is determined not to be the maximum value (NO in
S67), the secret distribution processing section 13 increments
the parameter “s” (S68). Operation of the secret distribution
processing section 13 achieved after step S68 proceeds to step
S64. Accordingly, operation pertaining to steps S64 to S68 is
iterated until the headers of all the divided data files in all the
storage locations are read.

The parameter “s” determined in step S62 is the maximum
value; namely, the headers of all the divided data files in all the
storage locations are determined to have been read. In this
case (YES in S67), the secret distribution processing section
13 initializes the number of storage locations “s” and the
number of divided data files “t” stored in the s* storage
location (S69) and reads the t* divided data file in the s”
storage location (S70). Moreover, the secret distribution pro-
cessing section 13 temporarily stores the reading rate S(t)
achieved when the divided data file has been read into the
RAM 19 (S70). The secret distribution processing section 13
determines whether or not all the divided data files in the s
storage location have been read (S71).

When not all the divided data files in the s? storage location
are determined to have been read (NO in S71), the secret
distribution processing section 13 increments the parameter
“t” (S72). Operation of the secret distribution processing
section 13 subsequent to step S72 proceeds to step S70.
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Accordingly, operation pertaining to steps S70 to S72 is iter-
ated until all the divided data files in the s* storage location
are read.

When all the divided data files in the s* storage location are
determined to have been read (YES in S71), the secret distri-
bution processing section 13 determines whether or not the
parameter “s” determined in step S62 is the maximum value
(S873). When the parameter “s” determined in step S62 is
determined not to be the maximum value (NO in S73), the
secret distribution processing section 13 increments the
parameter “s” (S74). Operation of the secret distribution pro-
cessing section 13 subsequent to step S74 proceeds to step
S70. Accordingly, operation pertaining to steps S70 to S74 is
iterated until the headers of all the divided data files in all the
storage locations are read.

The parameter “s” determined in step S62 is the maximum
value; namely, all the divided data files in all the storage
locations are determined to have been read. In this case (YES
in S73), the secret distribution processing section 13 restores
the original data file from the respective read, divided data
files (S75). When reading the respective divided data files, the
secret distribution processing section 13 sends to the rate
measurement section 17 an acknowledgment of the respec-
tive reading rates temporarily stored in the RAM 19 (S76).

As above, the user device 10 serving as an information
processing equipment of the embodiment determines the
division ratio and the number of division pertaining to the
divided data files on the basis of the reading rate or the writing
rate of the divided data file storage location. For these rea-
sons, the user device 10 stores a larger number of divided data
files into a storage location exhibiting a large reading rate and
stores a smaller number of divided data files into a storage
location exhibiting a small reading rate. Since the user device
10 can thereby efficiently determine the number of divided
data files to be stored, the time required to read or write the
respective divided data files from or to the divided data file
storage location can be reduced, and comfortable operability
can be provided to the user.

Specifically, when data files of 100-megabit original data
are available, the data files are divided into a large-size
divided data file and a small-size divided data file in the
related art; for instance, a 90-megabit divided data file and a
10-megabit divided data file. In this case, the 90-megabit
divided data file is stored in a user device 108, and the
10-megabit divided data file is stored in the server 30.

On occasions where the data files are restored, when a
reading rate of the user device 108 is; for instance, 20 Mbps
and when a reading rate of the server 30 is 10 Mbps, the
divided data file of the user device 108 is read in 4.5 seconds,
whilst the divided data file in the server 30 is read in one
second. Thus, a reading time incurred by all the divided data
files comes to 4.5 seconds.

However, when the reading rate of the server 30 is 1 Mbps
because of data congestion, reading the divided data file in the
server 30 involves consumption of 10 seconds. Therefore,
reading all the divided data files requires 10 seconds, and the
reading time resultingly becomes twice or more.

Moreover, when a 95-megabit divided data file is stored in
the user device 108 and a 5-megabit divided data file is stored
in the server 30 on the assumption that a time required for the
server 30 to read divided data is long, reading the divided data
in the user device 108 requires 4.75 seconds, and reading the
divided data in the server 30 requires 0.5 seconds at 10 Mbps
or five seconds at 1 Mbps. When the reading rate of the server
30 is high, reading all the divided data consumes much longer
time than in the related art.
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Accordingly, in the embodiment, creation of divided data
files is performed previously taking into account a reading
time so that reading (or writing) data can be performed effi-
ciently, thus providing convenience to the user.

The above-mentioned reading rates are mere exemplifica-
tions and not limited to the aforementioned values.

The storage locations are not limited to specific locations,
such as the server 30 and the external storage medium 40
connected to a processing device that performs secret distri-
bution. However, in order to assure security, storing divided
data files in the same physical location is at least avoided.
When the divided data file is stored in; for instance, the
external storage medium 40, one of the divided data files is
stored in USB memory, and the other divided data file is
stored in an SD card.

The secret distribution processing section 13 can operate in
away such as that shown in FIG. 14 rather than that shown in
FIG.9.FIG. 14 is a flowchart for explaining another operation
of'the secret distribution processing section when the division
ratio is determined. Explanations about FIG. 14, which are
the same as those about FIG. 9, are omitted for clarity, and
explanations are given to differences as follows. Reference
symbol S, (or H,) designates a reading rate of the storage
section 18, and S; (or Hy) designates a reading rate of the
online storage 50-1.

In step S41 shown in FIG. 14, the storage ratio H ,:H is
calculated as an integral ratio. For instance, the storage ratio
H ,:Hj is presumed to be 73:18. In the drawing, when Math-
ematical Expression (3) is determined not to stand (NO in
S42), the secret distribution processing section 13 adds one to
the parameter H ; when the parameter H, is an odd number
(S81). For instance, the storage ratio H ,:Hz comes to 74:18.
In step S81, the secret distribution processing section 13 does
not add one to the parameter H , when the parameter H , is an
even number.

Subsequently, when the parameter Hy is an odd number,
the secret distribution processing section 13 subtracts one
from the parameter Hy (S82). When the parameter H is an
even number, the secret distribution processing section 13
does not subtract one from the parameter Hy in step S82.
Accordingly, in steps S81 and S82, the parameter ratio H ,:H
comes to a ratio an even number:even number (e.g., 74:18).

Subsequently, the secret distribution processing section 13
divides the parameters H ,:H by two (S83). For instance, the
storage ratio H, H; comes to 37:9. When a result achieved in
step S83 shows that neither the parameter H , nor the param-
eter H is one (NO in S84), processing pertaining to steps S81
to S83 is iterated until either the parameter H , or H; comes to
one.

For instance, one is added to H, in 37:9, and one is sub-
tracted from H in the same, whereby the storage ratio H ;:H
comes to 38:8. The storage ratio 38:8 is then divided by two,
whereby 19:4 is obtained. Further, the storage ratio H :H
likewise comes to 20:4, then to 10:2, and finally to 5:1.

When either the parameter H, or Hy is one (YES in S84),
operation of the secret distribution processing section 13
proceeds to step S45.

FIG. 14 shows a mere exemplification. In steps S81 and
S82, when the storage locations connected to the secret dis-
tribution processing section 13 are any locations other than
the online storage (a storage that can be accessed by the user
device 10 without involvement of the network: e.g., the stor-
age section 18, the external storage medium, and the like) and
when one of the parameters is an odd number, it is preferable
to add one to the parameter. In contrast, when the storage
locations are online storages (including the server 30 and the
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storage section 37) and when one of the parameters is an odd
number, it is preferable to subtract one from the parameter.

Incidentally, when both of the storage locations are online
storages or when neither of the storage locations are other
than online storages, processing can be performed as men-
tioned above, or one can also be added to or subtracted from
both of the parameters.

InFIG. 14, one is added to or subtracted from the parameter
while attention is paid to the odd number. However, if both
parameters can be made reducible regardless of the condition;
that is, an odd number, a number other than one can also be
added or subtracted.

In the embodiment, data are divided into two data files.
However, data can also be divided into three or more files, and
they can be stored in three locations, respectively. In this case,
the essential requirement is to determine file sizes according
to reading rates or writing rates of the respective three stor-
ages in the same way as in the case where data are divided into
two.

Although various embodiments have been described thus
far by reference to the drawings, needless to say, the invention
is not limited to the embodiments. It is manifest to those who
are skilled in the art to contrive modifications or alterations of
the embodiments and also example combinations of the
embodiments without departing the scope of the invention
defined in claims, and the modifications and the alterations
shall be naturally construed to fall within the technical scope
of the invention.

In the embodiment, the exemplifications of division pro-
cessing have been described by use of secret distribution
processing. However, division processing is not limited to
secret distribution processing. For instance, common key
encryption processing or open key encryption processing can
also be used. Moreover, the method of secret distribution
processing is not limited to a (2, 2) threshold value secret
distribution method, and another secret distribution process-
ing method is also applicable.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The invention is useful as an information processing equip-
ment capable of diminishing time required to read or write
divided data files from or into divided data file storage loca-
tions and providing the user with comfortable operability.

What is claimed is:

1. An information processing equipment capable of being
connected to an external storage comprising:

a division processor configured to divide original data into

a plurality of sets of divided data;

an internal storage configured to store the divided data;

a storage location selector configured to select the external
storage and the internal storage as storage locations for
the plurality of sets of divided data and to store the
divided data into the selected storage locations; and

a rate measurer configured to write predetermined data in
each of the storage locations and to measure a data
reading rate and/or a data writing rate of the storage
location on the basis of the time required to read and/or
write the predetermined data, wherein:

the division processor is configured to determine a division
ratio of divided data between the external storage and the
internal storage according to a data reading rate and/or a
data writing rate of the storage locations selected by the
storage location selector, and

wherein the division processor is configured to divide the
original data into divided pieces, a number of which is
equal to a total number of division ratio, and to distribute
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the divided pieces according to the division ratio,
thereby creating the divided data.
2. The information processing equipment according to
claim 1, wherein the divided pieces are divided such that the
number of the divided pieces does not exceed a predeter-
mined number.
3. The information processing equipment according to
claim 1, wherein the division processor creates divided data
by use of a secret distribution method.
4. The information processing equipment according to
claim 1, wherein the external storage is connected to the
information processing equipment by way of a network.
5. The information processing equipment according to
claim 1, wherein, when the determined division ratio is reduc-
ible, the division processor is configured to take a reduced
division ratio as a division ratio for the original data.
6. The information processing equipment according to
claim 1, wherein the division processor is configured to write
into headers of the divided data at least identification infor-
mation about the original data and the number of divided
pieces for each of the storage locations where the divided data
are stored.
7. An information processing equipment capable of being
connected to an external storage comprising:
a division processor configured to divide original data into
a plurality of sets of divided data;

an internal storage configured to store the divided data; and

a storage location selector configured to select the external
storage and the internal storage as storage locations for
the plurality of sets of divided data and to store the
divided data into the selected storage locations, wherein:

the division processor is configured to determine a division
ratio of divided data between the external storage and the
internal storage according to a data reading rate and/or a
data writing rate of the storage locations selected by the
storage location selector,

wherein the division processor is configured to divide the

original data into divided pieces, a number of which is
equal to a total number of division ratio, and to distribute
the divided pieces according to the division ratio,
thereby creating the divided data,and

predetermined data are written into each of the storage

locations by use of DMA transfer, and a data reading rate
and/or a data writing rate of the storage locations is
measured on the basis of time required to read and/or
write the predetermined data.

8. The information processing equipment according to
claim 7, wherein the divided pieces are divided such that the
number of the divided pieces does not exceed a predeter-
mined number.

9. The information processing equipment according to
claim 7, wherein the division processor creates divided data
by use of a secret distribution method.

10. The information processing equipment according to
claim 7, wherein the external storage is connected to the
information processing equipment by way of a network.

11. The information processing equipment according to
claim 7, wherein, when the determined division ratio is reduc-
ible, the division processor is configured to take a reduced
division ratio as a division ratio for the original data.

12. The information processing equipment according to
claim 7, wherein the division processor is configured to write
into headers of the divided data at least identification infor-
mation about the original data and the number of divided
pieces for each of the storage locations where the divided data
are stored.
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13. An information processing equipment capable of being
connected to an external storage comprising:

a division processor configured to divide original data into
a plurality of sets of divided data;

an internal storage configured to store the divided data; and

a storage location selector configured to select the external
storage and the internal storage as storage locations for
the plurality of sets of divided data and to store the
divided data into the selected storage locations, wherein:

the division processor is configured to determine a division
ratio of divided data between the external storage and the
internal storage according to a data reading rate and/or a
data writing rate of the storage locations selected by the
storage location selector,

wherein the division processor is configured to divide the
original data into divided pieces, a number of which is
equal to a total number of division ratio, and to distribute
the divided pieces according to the division ratio,
thereby creating the divided data, and

the data reading rate and/or the data writing rate for the
storage locations, whichever corresponds to a maximum
value, a minimum value, an average value, and a latest
value of the reading rate and/or the writing rate, is
acknowledged to the division processor, and
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the division processor is configured to create divided data
by use of the acknowledged reading rate and/or writing
rate.

14. The information processing equipment according to
claim 13, wherein the divided pieces are divided such that the
number of the divided pieces does not exceed a predeter-
mined number.

15. The information processing equipment according to
claim 13, wherein the division processor creates divided data
by use of a secret distribution method.

16. The information processing equipment according to
claim 13, wherein the external storage is connected to the
information processing equipment by way of a network.

17. The information processing equipment according to
claim 13, wherein, when the determined division ratio is
reducible, the division processor is configured to take a
reduced division ratio as a division ratio for the original data.

18. The information processing equipment according to
claim 13, wherein the division processor is configured to
write into headers of the divided data at least identification
information about the original data and the number of divided
pieces for each of the storage locations where the divided data
are stored.



